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eye MASSACHUSETTS ANTLSLAVERY PAIR. 
y ton Managers of the Massachusetts Anti- 
' vey Fair have one more most delightful duty, con- 

tv perform; that of announcing to the 


¢ 


from other towns, who were obliged to de- 
» the final cluse, as well as to all who have 
lavish of exertion in its behalf in all parts of 

.. Sate, that its suecess was brilliant and complete. 
sount and beauty of the articles, the numbers 
ty of the purchasers, the array of friends 
he untry towns, the magnitude of the final re- 
_ail exceeded the most sanguine expectations. 
rn received during the four days’ sale, amount- 
&f.500 :—a sum altogether unexam- 
the financial operations of Massachusetts wo- 
for the cause, and sutheiently farge to lend a fresh 
wpulse to the spirit of liberty, aside from the incaicu- 
| poner generated by the effort: asum which 
5p vise of wncreased success to the similar State 


ss which we shall annually make in fatare, 


ards of 





mort 


Weare happy that we are enabled, for the slave’s 
xo. to cast this donation into the treasury of the Mas- 
schusetts Anti-Slavery Society; bat it is the moral 
+ epringieg from the exertion to raise it; this in- 

f light, end energy, and skill, and persever- 

and christian fellowship, and devotedness to our 
erprise,—this spiritual strength and comfort,— 
more than the largest sum. Money 
it is the outward and visible 
When it ceases 


re value lar 
sonly valwavie wuen 
om of an inward and spiritual grace. 
w beso, itie like the manna gathered in the wilder- 
ness beyond the ability of the peeple to consume—a 
wg and pestilential accumulation. 
The tasteful and festive decorations of the hall, for 
as in every thing else connected with the Fair) 
ve are greatly indebted to our husbands and brothers, 
rucited exclamations ef pleasure and surprise from the 
We heard but one voice among them— This 
«the most beautiful and elegantly arranged exhibition, 
the kind, that we ever attended.’ That our friends 
fund pleasure in the arrangement, was more than a 
recompense for the effort. 
The beauty of the general effect absorbed attention 
first, and prevented it from being fixed on partica- 
but, on making the circuit of the hall, the tables 
ted attractions which the most careless eye could 
verlook. The fine and beautiful straw work of 
Vrentham and Foxbore’,—the silk canvass-work of 
Bedford,—the rich bonnets of Taunton,—the com- 
y finished children’s clething of Brookline and Ab- 
sion,—the glass-work of Stoneham,—the needle- 
ks and various indescribable pieces of skilfully ex- 
ecaied housewilery of Concord and Leicester,—the 
ince and linen of Andover,—the embroidered muslin 
Plymouth, Worcester, Duxbury and Fall River,— 
be wooden ware of Hingham, (at which table were 
ls Various specimens of beet sugar, from the man- 
uiactory of David Lee Child,)—the wrought broad- 
{ Weymouth,—the shells of Nantucket,—the 
ants of Dedham,—were equally beautiful and pro- 
A bed-quilt, the squares of which were cov- 
ered with drawings and inscriptions in indelible ink, 
vg the cause, done by the women of Boylston, 
was purchased by snbscraption for Witiiam Lioyp 
Gasnison, all being desirous to have a small share in 
A silk reticule, sparkling with cut steel bead- 
an expensive article, was purchased in the same 
sented, as a token of affectionate and 
eratelul respect, to Exizapetu Pease, of Darlington, 
whose frequent and valuable donations our 
Her gift of anti- 
An 


we been so greatly indebted 
1 found a rapid sale at high prices. 
iuk-stand was purchased by subscription for 
iW. Cuarman. A curious razor-strap, labelled, 
{ Mr. Pierpont’s crimes,’ and inscribed with an 
Ipfessive verse, was presented by the Stoneham man- 
“gers, to Mr. Garrison. 
Mauy eireumstances occurred to render the oceasion 
The weather was favorable, 
terest felt by the surrounding towns very 
teal, as we noticed by the numerous visiters from 


sant aud profitable. 


Vue thing only was nafortunate—the deranged state 
business community, Which it was anticipated 
prevent the success of the undertaking. The 
‘proves, however, that the anti-slavery cause is a 
man more potent than aa ordinary mercantile dralt. 
Auer is liable to be dishonored in a time of heavy 
Ure: the former, never. 

The spirit of perfect confidence with which the re- 
preseniatives of all parts of the Commonwealth came 
Here was uo spite 

f eavy—no meanness or bitterness—no working of 
isy aud ungenerous rivalry, for which such an 
Sreasion affords such ample room, if unsanctified by 
‘he spirit of love and freedom. But that spirit was 
peseut here, making a hundred hearts asone. Here, 
“ace ore, Was a pure anti-slavery communion,-—-an 
‘ndtenching fidelity to-principle and to personal obli- 
fUions in the cause; and how many a heart was cheer- 
' lovely vision! Once more, was seen the 
ng sight of an anti-slavery body moving vic- 
hously onward, beckoning every soul possessing the 
g characteristic of humanity,—love of frecdom 
ad hatred of slavery, to join its march. Here were 
émilted neither party or sectarian considerations, bat 
“hodox Andover and unitarian Hingham were seen 
‘ending together over the bleeding victim of robbers, 
“aitiug their strength for his freedom and elevation. 
Here was every shade of complexion, as well as every 
Yanety of creed. Here the dark intelligent faces that 

‘sraceiul prejudice banishes from such scenes in 
s*neral, might be observed side by side with those on 
Which mantles ‘the azure guthie blood’: * the eman- 
“sted white having cast off the narrow ciimaey-cor- 
““ Rowons fostered by a guilty deference to a slave~ 
aiding public, of which it is so necessary that he 
ant Givest himself, in a workd nine-tenths of whose 

‘Aabitants are of a darker hue than hisown. The 
“ausually large atiendance of men and women of col- 
"Some of the best representatives of the race in the 
Paix a mighly gratifying ; and the receipts of the 
Poa “ ereaily enlarged by their liberal parchases, 
~ “§ he Visiters with whom we had interesting con- 
“sation and interchange of thought, were Dr. Mad- 
a and his wife, whose labors for hamanity ia the W, 
- a elsewhere, commend them to the regards 
_ ‘Hends of liberty throughout the world. 


* “us effort it may be truly svid, that it has in every 
“sens 


together, was a cordial spectacle. 
















From the Spanish—- Sangre azal.’ 





way done great things for the cause. It helped to stay 
the flight when spiritual tyranny, discovering that its 
own strong holds were endangered by the attack on 
southern slavery, first uttered its harsh voice. It has 
helped the timid, but sincere, to examine the monsters 
which that voice conjared up, and prove them to be 
but unsebstantial shadows. It has opened an eutlet 
| fur anti-slavery effort, while falsehood and treachery 
were striving in vain tochuke up the channel. It has 
roused the city to a stronger sense of duiy, by bringing 
in healthful influences from the country tv bear upon 
it. If the story of its efforts and sacrifices and success, 
nt reach the ears of those who sit-pining in eaptivi- 
| '¥s how would their hopes rise and their patience be 
strengthened ! 
To the friends of freedom in Massachusetts. the in- 
{telligence will give fresh resolution. and nerve them 
| for a more intense devotedness, til! the time shall come 
| when God’s command, ‘ Let there be light, shall no 
| more be outraged by so complete a suppression of re- 
ligion and letters in a part of our land, that those 
| whom our labors most concern can receive no cheer- 
{ing ray of information respecting them. 
| A general circulation was given throughout the city, 
jto0 the ‘North Star,’ the spirited little journal of the 
| Fair, (which was worked off in the Hall for the satis. 
| faction of the young visiters) that the answers of can- 
| didates for office to the interrogatories of the Mass. 
|Committee might have a wider circulation. 

Many towns which were not represented, but which 
jsent in valuable donations, such as Dighton, Cam- 
| bridgeport, Milton, Charlestown, Sudbury, Athol, Ash- 
|burnham, South Reading, Marshfield, N. Marshfield, 
| Hyannis, Kingstun, Medford, E. Bridgewater, Green- 
| field and Lexington, and many individuals in various 
| parts of the Siate who aided the Fair, are assured that 
| their contributions were faithtully managed and their 
kindness warmly appreciated. More partienlar ac- 
| knowledgments in the next paper. 

A good list of useful and a few beautiful articles pre- 
| pared by vs remaining from the sale, we have decided | 
| to aid our Middlesex friends, at their approaching Fair | 
jat Lowell, on the 14th inst. at the City Hall, as the re- 
ceipts of that occasion are to be passed, wholly and im-} 
mediately, into the treasury of the Massachusetts So- | 
ciety. By order of the Committee, 

MARIA W. CHAPMAN. 
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BOSTON. 





FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1839. 
REPLY OF ABBOTT LAWRENCE. 

The correspondence between Francis Jackson and} 
others, and Abbott Lawrence, respecting his views of | 
} the obligation which rests on Congress immediately to} 
j abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, may be} 
found on our last page. We call the special! attention 
{of every abolition elector in this District to it, in order | 

to secure as many votes against the election of Mr. Lan-; 
| rence as possible. The letter of inquiry which was ad-| 
| dressed to him, was couched in the language of re~ 
| spect, conceived in the spirit of liberty, and written in} 
} behalf of our common humanity in chains and slavery. | 
| It merited a reply—a frank and explicit reply. It has 
The letter of Mr. Lawrence is nota 
reply: it is something worse, if possible, than utter | 
}silence. It is a contempt of justice, an affront to} 
a ere ge and Jacking in true courtesy and mag: | 
|nanimity. He was reminéed that, five years ago,| 
when he was a candidate for Congress, he ‘ pledged | 
| himself to give the subject a careful examination ;’ | 
j that, after so long a time, the electors of Saffolk had 
| now a right to expect from him a definite answer | 
|and that his ‘opinion for the time being, and nota} 
| pledge, was all that was requested of him. A brief | 
| but graphic and heart-moving sketch was presented to! 
j him of the awful scenes which transpire in the Dis- 











| not recetved any. 


| trict of Columbia,—the enslavement of seven thousand | 
| amen beings by the people and government of the | 
| United States,--the regular commerce in slaves and | 
| souls of men,—the prostitution of the pablic prisons | 
to the uses of the slave-dealers,—and the seizure sal 
free colored citizens, and selling them into intermina- 
| ble bondage to pay jail fees. And what is his reply ? 
| Is there a single pulsation of humanity visible in it ? 
|Is there any appreciation of the rights of man—any | 
| expression of generous indignation in view of the hor- | 
| rid facts recited to him—the slightest interest in the | 
| most august movement of the age? No. He cannot | 
I ret whether Ae is in favor uf immediately restoring w | 
| the slaves in the District their ‘ inalienable rights,’ be- 
| cause he cannot anticipate the exact character of the | 
| bill that may be presented to Congress! As if the| 
jconditions that might be prescribed in any such bill, | 
}eould at all affect the right of these victims of Ameri-| 
‘con tyranny to instant freedom! As if it were not 
| taken for granted, that the abolition of slavery is the 
festablishment of justice between man and man if 
| Suppose he had been asked, whether he was in favor | 
lof anational bank, or a tariff ; would he have left the | 
/community in doubt as to his real opinion, by talking 
| of “circumstances, terms and conditions?’ Who be- 
| lieves it? If, as he declares, he does not entertain | 
j opinions which he wishes to conceal upon any subject, | 
| why does he not frankly state ander what ‘ circum- 
stances, and on what ‘terms’ and ‘conditions,’ he 
| believes the immortal chattels in the District should 
} be restored to liberty and manhood? Is he concerned 
| lest full justice shall not be done to the slaves? Then 
| why not say so? ‘The questioa of slavery,’ he says, 
| with a false show of independence, ‘must be as open 
lto me asthe air we breathe.’ Open? What! open 
‘to advocate or oppose it, as ‘circumstances, terms and 
| conditions’ shall seem to warrant? Is the represen- 
| tative of a free people to be a creature of ‘circum- 
stances ' and ‘terms,’ when human rights are at stake ? 
Oven indeed! The man who is too free to ‘give 
| pledges of any kind whatsoever,’ cannot yet decide 
whether oiher men, whose skins are of a different hue 
| trom his own, ought not to be bound with fetters of 
liron! If it be too much to ask of him an intelligible 
| opinion, what is it to herd men, as good as himself, | 
} with four-footed beasts and creeping things? Open? 
| A most remarkable word, used in a most extraordina- 
It implies doubt, uncertainty, ignorance, 
jon the great question of humanrights! The ‘self- 
levident truths’ of the Declaration of Independence are 
/to hin obscure and problematical! His mind is open 
{toconviction, but—he is not yet convinced! It may be 
} that John C. Cathonn, or Waddy Thompson, will be 
| able to satisfy him that southern slavery is a patri- 
archal, or divine instiiution! The gentieman cannot 
so far easiare himself as to espouse the side of humaa 
liberty. Candor, and self-respect, and personal integ- 
rity, require that he should be strictly non-committal, 
‘to the best of his abiinies!’ Does he mean to be 
facetious?) This may be sport to him, but it is death, 
ay, worse than death—it is slavery to others—to those. 
whose shrieks and groans are disturbing the repose of 
this guilty republic, and entering into the ear of ‘the 
| Lord of Sabaoth.’ But he means to be grave in this 
matter. According to his own confession, he cannot 
yet tell for what purpose men are born, or whether 
they are huinan beings or brutes—provided their com- 
plexion is black! Let others vote for such a man, if 
they will; but, surely, abolitionists will not prostitute 
any of their sufirages in his support. 

It is perfectly ridiculous,—a burlesque upon the 
common sense of mankiod,—for any man, when 
questioned as to his views of the natural equality of 
the human race, to say, that he can give no pledge of 
what he may say or do on this subject, if elected to 
Congtess—that he must be left ‘free as the air we 
breathe,’ &c. Respecting questions of political econ- 
omy, there may be much misapprehension, much need 
of light, and a great dealtolearn. Men are not to be 
set down either as rogues or fools, either as aristocrats 
or jacobins, who advocate or oppose a national bank 
or a sub-treasary, a tariff or free trade, for they may 
honestly 2nd very widely differ about the utility of 
those things—things which arc (what human rights 
can never be) the creaiures of ‘ circumstances, terms 
and conditions,’ and which may or may not be in ac- 
cordance with sound policy. It is not a self-evident 
truth that a national bank or sub-treasury should be es- 
tablished; but it is, that all men have an inalienable 
right to liberty! Now, then, he who denies or doubts 
this troth, or who waits for more light on this subject, 
is surely unfit to represent a free people. 


ry manner! 








doubtless be one of deep interest to the country.” A 
very weighty reason why he, in his present state of 
mind, shonid not be elected! It will never do to send 
men to Congress, who have yet to learn ilat the Cre- 
ator has endowed all mankind with an inalienable 
right to ‘lite, liberty, acd the pursuit of happiness.’ 
The question of slavery must be open to Mr. Law- 
rence. in other words, he is just as likely to vote for 
the continuance as for the abolition of that sou}-kill- 
ing system. He bas too much fairaess, too high a 
regard for principle, to give a pledge, ay, or to express 
an opinion even, in favor of the rights of man! 

He says that he has been brought before the people 
without any agency of his own. May the people 
evince their good sense and love of freeioin, by aliow- 
ing him to remain at home! He was pot asked by 
whom or in what manner he was nominated as a can- 
didate ; but whether he is disposed to make any com- 
promise with slavery in the District of Columbia. It 
was a plain question, admitting of a plain answer — 
He dodges it, and thus shows that he is destitate of 
‘ political honesty and open dealing '—that he is will- 
ing to pursue a ‘double-faced, nun-committal policy’ 
—and, therefore, that he ought not to receive the suf- 
frage of any man who aspires to be a freeman. 





BRADFORD SUMNER. 

This gentleman has been nominated as the demo- 
cratic representative to Congress, in opposition to Mr. 
Lawrence. He is much respected in this community, 
for his integrity of character and moral worth. Last 
year, when questioned as to his views of slavery and 
its abolition in the District of Columbia, he answered 
most satisfactorily —except that he was then in doubt, 
for the want of proper investigation, respecting the 
precise extent of the legislative power of Congress on 
this subject. By the following correspondence, it will 
be seen that Mr. Sumner is now satisfied on this point, 
and, consequently, is for the immediate extirpation of 
slavery from the ‘ten miles square.’ This is democ- 
racy of the stamp of the Declaration of Independence, 
which recognizes man as man, wherever found, in 
whatever condition, and clothes him with an inaliena- 
ble right to jiberty. We do not see how the abolition 
electors in Suffolk could desire @ ketter opportunity to 
prove their attachment to principle.—to the cause of 
emancipation,—above mere party lines and trammels, 
than is now afforded them. Mr. Sumner should receive 
their undivided support. Their political strength, how- 


) ever, in this district, is not by any means so great as 


it ought to be, and will be hereafter. 
BRADFORD SUMNER ON SLAVERY. 
Boston, Nov. 3d, 1839. 
Braprorp Sumner, Esq. 
Dear Sin—In answer to an inquiry addressed to 
you, on the occasion of your nomination to Congress 


last year, you remarked, in substance, that you con- ~ 


sidered that Congress ought immediately to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, if the power of do- 
ing so were within their constitutional jurisdiction. 

This latter point, you observed, you had not attend- 
ed to, and were, therefore, atthat moment, unprepared 
to give an opinion upon it. 

The language of the Constitution of the U.S. gives 
to Congress ‘the right of exclusive legislation in all 
cases whatsoever’ over the District. 

In view of this provision of the Constitution, (as com- 
prehensive, apparently, in its terms, as language 
could bave been found to make it ;)—in view, too, of 
the historical fact, that the Jroadest construction of 
those terms was, in fact, the construction adopied by 
the framers of the Constitution, as evinced in the de- 
bates in the Conventions, and more particularly in the 
efforts made in the first Congress to so amend the 
Constitution as to limit this very clause ;—and lastly, 
for the obvious consideration, that if Congress has not 
the power to abolish slavery in the District, no other 
body has,—and, consequently, thet our seat of govern- 
ment presents the unprecedented case of a community, 
in which the power xo where exists, of abolishing sla- 
very by law,—I am irresistibly led to conclude that 
that power must reside in Congress. 

I have great satisfaction, sir, in knowing that you 
agree with me, that where there is the legal right to 
terminate the existence of slavery, it should be exer- 
cised without delay. 1 therefore feel the more solic- 
itous to learn your present views on the constitutional 
question above suggested. By favoring me with a 
brief statement of the result to which your mind has 
urrived on this point, you would obuge many of your 
personal and political friends, and among them, Dear 
Sir, very respectfully, 

Your fellow-citizen, 
S. G. SHIPLEY. 


Boston, Nov. 5, 1839. 

My Dear Sim: 

Esteeming it to be the right of the citizen to ask of 
a candidate for public office, bis opinions on any im- 
portant public measure ; and believing, also, that it is 
the duty of the candidate to answer, such inquiry, I 
avail myself of an early opportunity to reply to your 
letter of the 3d inst. by saying, that, after fully consid- 
ering the subject, l entertain no doubt that Congress 
has the right, by the provisions of the Constitution, to 
abolish slavery in the District «f Columbia, whenever 
it shall be its pleasure to do it. J regard it as entirely 
clear, that if Congress has not the right, it rests no 
where; for it is quite obvious that it dees not remain 
in the States which ceded the territory :—nor do J see 
any reason why Congress should not exercise its con- 
stitutional power. 

I am, dear sir, with great regard, 
Your ob’t. serv’t. 
BRADFORD SUMNER. 
S. G. Shipley, Esq. 


JUDGE MORTON AND MR. WILLIS, ON 
SLAVERY. 

The following questions were sent to Judge Morton 
on the 1ith of October, by Daniel Henshaw, Esq. viz: 

‘Are you in favor of the immediate abolition, by 
law, of slavery in the District of Columbea, and of the 
slave-traffic between the States of this Union ? 

The following answer has been received. 

Tavxtos, Oct. 28, 1839. 





Dean Sin: 

Your communication, containing several inquiries 
upon the subject of slavery, has just been received by 
me. My opinions upon the questions proposed by 
you are already before the public. My letters to Mr. 
Eddy, ot September, 1837, in answer to similar 
questions proposed by him, is, I believe, though writ- 
ten in haste and only for private use, snfficiently ex- 


| plicit to enable all wh» feel any interest in my sentt- 


ments upon these important subjects, to understand 
them. Iam not aware that any thing has occurred 
which requires, or will justify or excuse a repetition 
of sentiments already known, or accessible to every 
person who desires to know them. 
I remain, with sincere regard, 
Your obedient servant, 
MARCUS MORTON. 

The same questions that were proposed to Judge 
Morton were on the J2th October sent by Dr. Farns- 
worth of Groton, to Hon. Nathan Willis of Pittsfield, 
the democratic candidate fur Lieut. Governor. The 
lowiog is Mr. Willis’s reply : - 

Pirrsrietp, Mass., Oct. 23, 1839. 
Mra. Amos Farnswortu : 

Sian: Lhave received your letter, making certain 
inquiries of me in relation to the subject of domestic 
slavery. 

As the specific legislation on that subject is confided 
to those who act for the Commonwealth in the Nation- 
al Legislature, I feel some doubt whether it would 
not be considered obtrusive in a candidate for an of- 
fice having so exceedingly remoie a bearing on the 
questions as that of Lieutenant Governor, expressing 
an opinion as to the particular course they ought to 
pursue. But as you are desirous of knowing my 
opinions on the subject of Domestic Slavery, I have 
no hesitation in saying that I'am ready at all times to 
use any means in My power to diminish the amount 
and prevent its extension which the constitution of the 
United States and the Commonwealth would jastify, 
and the welfare and honor of our common country, 
and that justice and humanity would require. 

Yours respectfully, 








‘The approaching session,’ says Mr Lawrence, ‘ will 


NATHAN WILLIS. 





PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 

The late hour at which we received a copy of the 
correspondence beiwien the seaatorial candidates in 
this county, and Messrs. Micah Poot and others, pre- 
vents our inserting ii entire. We omit nothing ma- 
terial, however: every one of the candidates answers 
(ia accordance with the views of immediate abolition: 
tists. Well dene, old Plymouth! Peter H. Pierce, one 
‘of the democratic candidates, says in reply to the 
‘usual interrogations— 


} «fam (so far as J am qualified to decide) a demo- 
ferat in principle and in practice, and hence, must be 
‘ oppesed to slavery in all us forms, and would, were I 
i passessed of the power, remove the same Jrom our land 
‘and the world. Such, lean traly say, are my views 
jupou the subject of your letter, and sul would act in 
any capacity.’ 

Jared Whitman, a whig candidate, says— 


‘I am opposed to the existence of slavery, in all its 
forms and shapes ; and so far as I am called upon to 
act upon that subject, in consistency with paramount 
duties, I shall act in accordance with this principle.— 
But to be more particular. I see no moral, physical, 
or constitutional objection to the immediate abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, or in any other 
place, subject to the entire control and jurisdiction of 
the general government ; and to allow the existence 
of slavery, or traffic in such places, is a participation 
in the evil.’ 


Seth Sprague, Jr. another whig candidate, says— 


‘IT have no opinions on any subject of a public na- 
ture, to conceal; and believing it to be proper for the 
public to know the principles and opinions of men 
presented for public office, E have no hesitation in say- 
ing, that I view slavery tobe not only a great evil, 
but a great sin. And upon the most mature reflection 
and consideration, I cannot see how any circemstances 
can justify a man in holding a fellow man in slavery. 
The domestic slave-trade I view as a greater sin (if 
possible) than the foreign, which the Congress of the 
United States have declared to be piracy. I have no 
hesitation in giving an unqualified affirmative to your 
interrogatives.’ 

That venerable and thorough-going abolitionist, Seth 
Sprague, senior, of Duxbery, is associated with Mr. 
Pierce on the democratic ticket. His letter is so char- 
acteristic, that we publish it entire. If this true-heart- 
ed and most active friend of liberty shall fail to be 
elected by a large vote, we shall cry out shame upon 
the abolitionists of Plymouth County! There is no 
mistake about hin! We shall not regret to learn that 
both father and son have been elected to the Senate. 


Dvexsury, November 4, 1839. 
GentLemen :—Your letter of this day is received. 
I have no reluctance im answering it fully. Ttis a 
common and true saying, that aetions speak londer 
than words ; and J presume that itis a mere matter of 
form to desire me now to pat my principles on paper. 
The active part that I have taken in the abolition 
cause speaks louder than any thing that lean now 
say on the eve of an election. Iam a membcr of the 
American Anti-Slavery-Seciety, one of the Vice 
Presidents of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, 
President of the Plymouth County Society, and Pres- 
ident of the Duxbury Anti-Slavery Society. 1 an- 
swer all your questions in the affirmative. 
I am, with respect, your obedient servant, 
SETH SPRAGUE. 
To Messrs. Mican Poor and others. 





ESSEX COUNTY. 

A strong rallying of the anti-slavery voters in Es- 
sex County, in convention, was held at Danvers Mills 
onthe 31st ult. It was a most harmonious and spir- 
ited meeting. 
ing page.] The names of four persons were reported 
as worthy to receive the support of abolitionists—three 
from the democratic ticket, (Messrs. Nathan Webster, 
President of the Haverhill A. S. Society, Josiah Cald- 
well, Vice President of the Essex Co. A. S. Society, 
and Benj. F. Newhall, President of the Saugus A. S. 
Society,) and one from the whig ticket, Amos Abboit. 
The vote to sustain them was unanimous. It was 
voted, that the list be completed by the adattion of two 
whig antislavery candidates, if any sech coald be 
found on the whig list. 

We are happy to state, that the Salem Register of yes- 
terday, (which was received just as our paper was go- 
ing to press, too Jate to publish the whole correspon- 
dence,) contains the replies of JOHN S. WILLIAMS 
and DAVID CHOATE, (whigs,) which are entirely sat- 
isfactory. Thus we have three whigs and three demo. 
cratic candidates, pledged to immediate abolition.— 
JOHN GOTT, on the democratic ticket, also answers 
in a manly style, in the affirmative. We regret that 
we have not room for his letter, brief as it is. A better 
ame Lan -ecor dou wiictor. The following 1s Mr. Chuat’s 
letter: 

Essex, Nov. 2, 1839. 
To Messrs. Dodge, Hale, Gray, Upham and Putnam, 
Committee, &c. 
GENTLEMEN : 

The great length of time that has elapsed since the 
date of your letter, leaves me since you request an im- 
mediate answer, less time for reflection, than I should 
have been gratified tu have. With regard, however, 
to most of the points suggested in your circular, no time 
at all, I may almost say, is necessary. The ‘ Right of 
Petition, and the Freedom of Speech, and the Press,’ 
should be as free as the mountain blast. Without 
them, the sun of our liberty, it seems to me, would go 
down, and that speedily. Ido believe that Congress 
has the Constitational power to abolish Slavery and 

. e “ode 
the Slave Trade in the District of Columbia and the 
Territories, and have repeatedly signed Petitions to 
have that Power exercised. And since the experi. 
ments in some of the West India Islands, I do not be- 
lieve it would be attended with any hazard to either 
the master or the slave. 

If traffic in men is ‘commerce,’ as the word is used 
in the Constitution of the United States—and no man 
will deny it, Lthink, [7 do not;] and if a commerce 
so monstrous is carried on hetween the several States, 
then incontrovertibly, by the 8th Section of the Ist 
Act of the Constitution, Congress has power to regu- 
late it—and if to regulate, then to prohibit it, utterly 
and forever to prohibit it. 

Ought Congress immedtately to exercise that power? 
It is sometimes said that there can be no wise Legis- 
lation without regard to circumstances. But Slavery 
in our country mst come to a ‘ perpetual end ’—it can- 
not exist long—it ought notto,aday. Yes, Gentle. 
men, ] see not why the Power ought not to be exer. 
cised immediately, from the results in Antigua, it 
would obviously be safe to exercise it, it ought to be 
exercised immediately. To your fifth interrogatory, 
my answer would be, never, never, never. I am not 
prepared to say that Texas should not be admitted in- 
to the Union under any circumstances, for I cannot 
foresee a}! the ‘circumstances ’ that may hereafter ex- 
ist: bat with a Constitution tolerating domestic Slavery, 
Texas ought never to be admitted into our Union, nor 
should any new State whatever. Should an opporta- 
nity ever present itself, wherever I might be situated, 
I should vote on all the questions alluded to in the 7th 
article of your Circular, in the affirmative. 

Iam, Gentlemen, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
DAVID CHOATE. 





MARCUS MORTON. 

We are greatly disappointed at the reply of Judge 
Moxton. Instead of giving a direct answer to the in- 
terrogatives propounded to him, he merely refers to a 
letter written two years ago by him—vwritten, be it 
remembered, not for the public eye, but expressly for 
the private use of the individual to whom it was ad- 
dressed: a letter which was commendable at that time, 
though not perfectly satisfactory. His remark, that 
he is ‘mot aware that any thing has occurred which 
requires or will justify (!) or excuse (!) a repetition of 
his sentiments ’ on the subject of slavery, proves that 
the flame of humanity burns dimly in his bosom. He 
is so much opposed to slavery, that he could not jus- 
tify or excuse himself if he should renew his expres— 
sions of hostilitwto it! Can abolitionists dunbt, who 
should receive their suffrages—whether Everett or 
Morton ? 


To tut Cororep Vorers or Bostox. Our color- 
ed friends, who intend going to the polls on Monday 
next, will do well to give their cordial support to 
Braprorp Somer, as a Representative to Congress 
from Suffolk county. He avows himself to be the un- 
compromising enemy of slavery. Abbott Lawrence 
is not to be trusted. Whether the slaves in the Dis- 
trict of Colambia shall be promptly restored to their 
liberty, ke does not know : he thiuks it will depend on 
circumstances! fe does not now believe that it is a 
‘ self-evident’ truth, that all men are created free and 
equal. He wanis more light on this very intricate 
question. Indeed! Shall such a benighted individu- 
al be sent to represent the enlightened inhabitants of 
Saffolk ? 

Oar colored friends may be supplied with genoine 
votes by calling at the Anti-Slavery Office, 25 Corn- 
hill. 














[See the official account in the preced~ | 











RIGHTS OF VOTERS—A CONFESSION. 


The following remarks on the right of individual 
voters to disregard the nominations of the party to 
which they are attached, are from the Boston Courier, 
a leading whig paper. The editor’s confession of pre- 
vious error is worthy of note, not merely as something 
rare in the politieal world, but on account of the frank 
and manly terms in which it is uttered.—J. 


_ No man is to blame for acquiescing in the nomina- 
tions of a party, if the candidates nominated by his 
party are snch as he can support without a sacrifice of 
his own principles ; but to vote for a candidate or a 
set of candidates, merely because they are nominated 
by the party, with whose political doctrines in the main 
he concurs, or even because it may be uncertain wheth- 
er an election can be effected without his vote, is a lit- 
Ue too galling to one, who covets the enjoyment of in- 
dependent thought and free action. No man ought to 
be biamed, for refusing to support a candidate, or for 
withholding his approbation of a public proceeding, 
when he knows that the candidate holds to principles 
which he believes to be wrong, or believes that the 
proposed measure is pregnant with evil,—although all 
his party, and all the world, may be of a different opin- 
ion. 

It is probable we may be told that these views are 
not in exact accordance with some which we have ad- 
vocated on former occasions, nor with the general cur- 
rent of our editorial opinions. We frankly admit the 
impeachment, and cheerfally submit to the penalty of 
allthe sin it involves. During the severe struggle to 
elect a representative to Congress in the Fourth Dis- 
trict, for example, we verily thought we were doing 
oar country service, by endeavoring to persuade the 
abolitionists that they were m duty bound to throw 
their votes for Nathan Brooks or William Parmenter ; 
and we could not repress some indignant remarks at 
what we believed to be their perverseness and contu- 
macy, in throwing away their votes upon candidates 
whom they knew it to be impossible to elect, and whea 
they knew, too, that by scattering their votes, they 
would prevent any election, and prolong an unprofita- 
ble contest. Further reflection has compelled us to view 
this matter in a different light. We still think that 
the abolitionists were unwise and impolitic, in with- 
holding their suffrages from Mr. Brooks; for had he 
been elected (and he would have been, had they given 
their votes for him,) we have no doubt that he would 
have done all that they could reasonably wish their 
representative to do in the matter of the abolition of 
slavery. But,if they thought otherwise, and conscien- 
tionsly believed that neither of the political candidates 
possessed what they held to be an indispensable quali- 
fication, they certainly did right—they acted the part 
of honest men—they stand justified before heaven and 
in the sight of God, and merit the approbation of every 
inan who is not willing to wear manacles and have his 
neek choked with a collar. 


TO THE VOTERS OF BOSTON. 

We shall have, at the anti-slavery office, No. 25, 
Cornbill,on the Saturday before the election, printed 
ballots for the use of our abolition friends, who are in- 
vited to cal for them. Disappreving, as we do, of ab- 
olitionists acting as a distinct party, we have placed 
upon our printed ballots, no candidate, whe is not al- 
ready im nomination by one of the political parties. 
We have left blanks, where no true abolitionists have 
been thus nominated. These blanks our friends 
should fill up, with the names of such men as they 
know to be faithful to the slave. 

Every voter should understand, however, that by 
casting a ticket containing the name of only a single 
individual fur each cflice, be seattershis vote as eflectu- 
ally, asif he took the trouble to write out a whole ix- 
dependent list. This suggestion may save some 
trouble, where the number eligible is very large, as it 





| is in this city. Tomake our meaning clear, we would 


say, that if one ef yor places on his represemative 
ticket the single name of our gifted friend Richard Hil- 
dreth, for instance, that vote counts against the whole 
three other candidates who are in nomination by the 
two parties, and thus tells against those who are 
against freedom. 

The ticket, as printed, will be as foliows : 





For Governor, 
Epwarp Everett. 
For Lieutenant Governor, 
[Buanx.] 
For Representative to Congress, 
Braprorp Sumner. 
For State Senators, 
[Branx.] 
For State Representatines, 
Ricnarv Hurpretu. 

We understand that the friends of Temperance in 
this city will probably nominate a temperance ticket. 
If the names OF any thuivugh avolluonists should ap- 
pear upon it, they will be added to the ticket we have 
given above. 1 a 





EDWARD LVERETT. 

The Governor of this Commonwealth has answered, 
unequivocally, in the AFFIRMATIVE to the ques. 
tions, whetber he is in favor of the immediate aboli- 
tion of slavery fa the District of Columbia, and the 
slave-trade between the several States. Edward Ev- 
erett now speaks the language of a patriot, a republi- 
ean, and achristian. We believe it is the real lan 
guage of his soul. When, a few years since, he took 
opposite ground, he did violence to his convictions of 
right, and committed a grievous error. We are dis- 
posed to obliterate all that has gone before, and to com- 
mend him for his present honorable course. To refer 
imvidiously to what he said when public sentiment was 
deeply corrupt, would be ungenerous ; to charge him 
with being insincere at the present time, would be un- 
just; to accuse him of seeking popularity, would be 
equally uncharitable. Jt is not yet a popular thing tor 
the chief magistrate of this Commonwealth to avow 
himself in favor of immediate emaneipation ; aud an- 
til he shall prove recreant to his present professions, 
it is to be taken for gsanted that he means just what 
he says. In our opinion, he ought to receive the un- 
divided support of the anti-slavery voters of this Com- 
monwealth ; nay, they are pledged tu give him their 
support, inasmuch as he has declared himself to be in 
favor of their principles and measures. 





ABOLITIONISTS, BEWARE! 


Remember your pledges to vote only for such candi- 
dates as avow themselves in favor of the immediate 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. You 
will find on some of the whig and democratic tickets 
for senators and representatives, the names of a few 
abvlitionists, assrciated with those of pro-slavery in- 
dividuals. This has been done, no doubt, for the pur- 
pose of inducing you to vote the entire whig or demo- 
cratic ticket. Be not deceived by this ruse. Select 
and vote for such only as are abolitionists, and leave 
the dead to bury their dead. ‘Remember them that 
are in bonds as bound witn them,’ and you cannot 
easily be misled by the tricks of unprincipled politi- 


cians. 
SS 


Ma. Prerroyt’s Vixvication.—We shall make no 
apology to our readers fur occupying su large a por- 
tion of our present number with the defence of Joux 
Pierroxt against the ridiculous charges preferred 
agaiust him by the rum-distilling, ram-vending faction 
in his church and congregation. It is too remarkable 
a part of the history of the times, and too intimately 
connected with the progress of reform, not to finda 
place in the columns of the Liberator. Of the ability 
of the defence, we need say nothing by way of pane- 
gyric. We are pleased to observe that the newspapers 
generally, far and wide, are warin in their commen- 
dation of the manly and upright course pursued by 
Mr. Pierpoot, and pointed in their condemnation of his 
upprincipied persecutors. 








Meanxness anp Cowarpice. The Boston Daily Ad- 
vertiser, (whig,) the editor of which is a brother-in-law 
of Gov. Everett, refuses to publish the Governor's 
commendable letter in favor of immediate emancipa- 
tion. It publishes, however, in approving terms, the 
con commitial letier ef Abbott Lawrence. The Morn- 
ing Post (democratic) suppresses the reply of Brad- 
ford Sumner, because, like Gov. E’s, it is in favor of 
human rights. Out upon such whiggism, and such 
democracy. 


Errecrs or Exasciration. It in stated by the Hon, 
S. M. Hinds, late representative of the Parish of St- 
Peters, Barbadoes, that English capitalists are embark- 
ing their fands in novel enterprises connected with the 
adastry of the W.J. islands. A sare proof that eman- 
cipation is cousidered profitable in a@ pecuniary point 


of view. 














0 In giving publicity to the communication in 
our last number, signed ‘ A Life Member of the Bos- 
ton Female Anti-Slavery Society,’ we stated our readi- 
hess to insert a reply, ifany should be sent to us.— 
Accordingly, we publish the following ; 


CONTRADICTION. 
Mr. Garrison: 
Sim,—The undersigned, members of the Board of 
the Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, perceive in 
the Liberator of November Ist, an anopymous com- 
munication, purporting to be an account of their late an- 
nual meeting. This account is essentially untrue. Du- 
ty to ourselves and to the Society compels us to say, it 
is full of misrepresentations and misstatements. With 
regard to the feelings and motives which dictated that 
account, we make no charge ; but with regard to the 
account itself, we cannot do less than declare that in 
those particulars whieh give character to the meeting, 
itis entirely false. 
Miss Gould was not present at the last meeting, but 
can readily sign this note in consequence of the mis- 
representations made concerning the first meeting at 
which she was present. 

Mary 8. Parxer, 

Caruarine M. Suntivany, 


Assy C. Carrer, 
L. M. B 


Syivia Lewis, 
Lypia L. Fuusn, 
J. Swurrey, 
Lypra Govrp. 

This denial of the statement made by ‘A Life Mem- 
ber,’ it will be seen, is indefinite. We have received 
another communication, written by a member of the 
Society, in which a flat denial is given to almost every 
one of those statements. We cannot fnd room for it 
this week, in consequence of the receipt, at a late 
hour, of a portion of the political correspondence con- 
tained in our columns. It seems to us to have been 
written jn bad temper, and contains some wholesale 
impeachments which carry upon their face all needful 
refutation. 





BE NOT DECEIVED. 

We published a pzragraph last week, in which it 
was stated thatthe U. S. Government had given orders 
to prepare a sloop ef war and a schooner to cruise on the 
coast of Africa, for the ostensible purpose of suppres- 
sing the slave trade. 


On this subject the editor of the Pennsylvania Free- 
man makes the following remarks : 


For ourselves, we have no idea that the Government, 
which has so long winked at the participation of its 
citizens in the slave-trade, contemplates any change in 
its policy. We perceive that the U.S vessels are as- 
signed not only to execute the laws in relation to the 
slave-traffic—but to ‘protect our lawful commerce in 
that quarter.’ We have heard of no complaints from 
American vessels on the coast of Africa, engaged in 
a ‘lawful commerce ;’ and our own opinion is that 
this movement is mainly designed to protect Consul 
Trist’s slave-vessels,to whom the American flag has 
been sold, from the search of British cruisers. 





Inripetity or Mopenn Anti-SLavery Socties — 
The somewhat notorious Parsons Cooke of Lynn, in 
a pamphlet recently published, argues against anti- 
slavery societies a> anti-christian in their character 
and tendency, because they admit infidels as well as 
christians to membership; and as a striking illustra- 
tion of what he terms the absurdity of such a prin. 
ciple of combination, he sapposes Thomas Paine and 
David Brainard to be brought together in an anti- 
slavery society! Alluding to this supposition of Mr. 
Cooke, friend Whittier of the Pennsylvania Freeman 
says: ’ 

It may perhaps edify him to know that Thomas 
Paine was an abolitionist—that his name now stands 
on record as the clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives of Pennsylvania, appended to the glorious eman- 
——— act of 1780: and that his associates and co- 
adjutors in the Abolition Societies of that day, were 
these whom even Andover delights to honor,—a Bel- 
knap, a Hopkins, an Edwards—the very guiding stars 
of New England orthodoxy ! 





TEMPERANCE AMONG TUE PEOPLE OF coton. We have 
just received the proceedings of the Connecticut Tem- 
peranee Society of Colored Americans, at its annual 
meeting, held im Norwich on the 9th ult. The socie- 
ty is based on the principle of total abstinence from 
all that can intoxicate, and appears:to be in a flour- 
ishing condition. A committee, appointed for that 
purpose by the Society, has issued an address to the 
colored people of the State, in connection with the 
proceedings, which concludes. as follows : 

_ We woukt appeal to you, fellow-citizens, by all the 
vital interests of time—by ail the noble aspirations of 
your hearts—by all the expectations of a dignified 
elevation which you cherish for yourselves chil- 
dren—by the high destiny of a moral being—by the 
hope of a glorious immortality beyond the confines of 
this earth, and urge you to come forward and join the 
pledge of total abstinence from aut intoxicating liquors. 





New Hamesmere. The Merrimack County Socie- 
ty is to hold a meeting at Canterbury on the 22d and 
231 inst. The last Herald of Freedom contains a 
stirring call to the abolitionists im that county, from 
the pen of the Secretary, to attend the meeting. The 
Grafton County Society will meet at Canaan on the 
20th inst. In addition to these county gatherings, the 
Young Men's State Society is to hold a Quarter- 
ly Meeting at Portsmouth on the 27th and 28th of 


the present month. How the abolition excitement 
subsides ! 








Generous Donation. The compiler of the invalua. 
ble pamphlet, entitled ‘ Liserry,’ (which embraces ex- 
tracts from the writings of more than two hundred 
eminent statesmen, clergymen, philanthropists and 
poets,) has sent, as a donation to the Liberator, 500 
copies of his work, which, estimated at the wholesale 
price, amount in value to $40,00. For this generous 
present we return our heartfelt thanks, and shall en- 
deavor to compensate the author by making the Lib- 
erator for the future, what it has been heretofore, a 
terror to oppressors, and a faithful advocate of Liber. 
ty. 

A Goon Max. We see Gen. Arrteton Howe of 
Weymouth is a candidate for the Senate from Norfolk 
Co. Here is an abolitionist of the right sort.—Mass. 
Abolitionist. 

That the friends of the anti-slavery enterprise in 
Norfolk County may be able to judge for themselves 
whether Gen. Howe is ‘an abolitionist of the right 
sort,’ we will simply state, that he declared in a pub- 
lic meeting, in our hearing, a short time since, that it 
would be the duty of a magistrate, as such, to return 
a fugitive slave to his southern kidnapper, while in 
private he ought to do all in his power to aid his es- 
cape! A fine specimen of morality, truly !—s. 





(Cc Friend Whittier, we perceive, copies without 
comment the sneer of the Emancipator at non-resis- 
tants, in which they are spoken of as ‘ abolitionists in 
the abstract,’ and associated with politicians who are 
‘wedded to their party interests.” This is in the 
same number of the Freeman which contains 2 dis- 
claimer of having any thing to do with the difficul- 
ties in Massachusetts ! 


0 The communication of N. H. Whiting, in 
another column, is full of instruction, and should be 
read very attentively. The Abington farce only shows 
how incorruptible is the abolitionism of our numer- 
ous friends in that enterprising and truly republican 
town. 








ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 
The subscriber would hereby tender hes graiefal 
acknowledgments to the West Newbury Female A. S. 
Society, fur the obligation they have conferred on her, 
in constituting her a life member of the Salem Female 
A. S. Society. May their efforts in the cause of hu- 
manity be eminently successful, and the’ blessings, 
which they dispense to others, be returned into theis 


own bosoms a hundred fold. 
MARY 0. BROWN. 





ADELPHIC UNION LECTURES. “ore 
Amasa Walker, will leetare on Tuesda: 
ning, Nov. thet, the Sieh School Room—on the 


importance of sustaining the Adelphic Union; as » 
means of ing i ~ x among 
Ts NOHN T. HILTON, President. 





Wa. C. News, Secretary. 
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